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nudity and hunger, but by costly apparel and good food ;
not in solitude and with mortification of the body, but
in the pleasures of society and in the enjoyment of the
world. With the founding of the sect Vallabha gave up
his ascetic life, and marrying, advised his disciples to do
the same. The gosains, or gurus, have great influence
over their disciples, and are well cared for as they travel
from shrine to shrine, from disciple to disciple. Most
of the adherents of this sect are merchants, and the
gosains themselves are not above joining in mercantile
transactions. The images of Gopal that they worship
are generally made of metal, and, in the same temple
with those of Radha and Krishna, GopaTs representa-
tions are also to be seen. The most celebrated temple
of Gopal is in Ajmere. It is said that the image there
worshipped transported itself to that place from Mathura.
It is the duty of every member of the sect, at least once
in their life, to visit this shrine, and a certificate is given
to the pilgrims who go there.

Mir a Bais. This is a subdivision of the preceding,
found almost exclusively in the west of India; and
Mira Bai and Ranachor, a form of Krishna, are held in
great veneration by the followers of Vallabha. Mira
Bai is the authoress of several poems addressed to
Krishna, which are read, with those of Nanak and
Kabir, by members of other sects. She was the daughter
of a petty Raja, and became the wife of the Nana of
Udaypore. As her mother-in-law was a devout wor-
shipper of Devi, Siva's consort, and Mira as devout a
worshipper of Krishna, quarrels arose, the result being
that the younger lady had a separate establishment, in
which she was free to carry on her religious practices
unmolested. She continued to adore Ranachor, arid
visited the scenes of Krishna's exploits, and became the